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MON NATIONAL DAY IN LONDON
(By Ashley South)

On Monday 9th February the Mon community in London met to celebrate the
57th anniversary of Mon National Day. This was the third time Mon National
Day had been formally observed in the UK, and the first time I had attended this
event in my own country (last year I was in Rangoon on MND; the year before I
celebrated with the Mon community at Mahachai, in Thailand).

When I arrived at Ealing Town Hall at 6 PM, it was obvious that a great deal of
hard work had already gone into the preparations. As well as a photo display of
the previous two years' events, there was an impressive stage and sound system,
featuring a portrait of the great Mon king Rajadhirat, and a flying hongsa
(Golden Sheldrake) emblem (in fact, the NMSP flag). I was a bit worried though,
that there wouldn't be enough people to fill the large hall.

However, it soon became clear that this was definitely not a problem. By the time
we all stood up to pay respect to the flag, the hall was almost full; by the time the
speeches ended - about forty-five minutes later - there were many more people
than seats.

In total, over 250 people attended the celebrations; of whom I think about 50
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